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QUINN HOULE
Pleassntivilie, Venango County, Penusylvsania

Owner (or Custodisn)
irs. Wilbour Soofield.
Date of Zrectio
18435~46.
Architeod
Prooably Laniy Colton Beeabe.
Builder

S S pua bt s .

Aaron Benedict.

Present condition
T Fair. -

Bumber of Stories
“One &nd & hulf with basement,

Haterials of Congtruotion
andstone white pine siding, oak flooring, tar roofing paper,
5068108 Shingles.
Qther Existing Reoords
Information gnd personal reoollections given 0y Architect
M, C, Beebe of Pleusantville., Photogruphs. Personal
interviews.

Additional Data
Bivliography-History of Venango County by J.H. Newton,
published by J. A. Caldwell, Columous, Ohio in 1879,

History of Venapngo County, published by Brown, Runk and
Cos, Chicsgo, Illinois, 1690,

An iliustreted History of the Commonwealth of Permsylvenia,
by William H. Egle, H.D., published by De¥itt C.

woodrioh and Co., Harrisburg, Pa. 1876, County of

Venango.
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«UINN HOUSE
Pleuwsuniville, Venango County, Pennsylvanis

Hospltality was the word of welcome in the pioneer days of
the United stutes. Host of the people had come ccross the
Atlantic lemving lunds that were fertile and settled with friends
and relutives, to & countyry that in itself was as wild as it
was becutiful. Dense forests in which wild snimels prowled
surrounded the narrow strip of land on which most of the
inhaovitents had landed end tried to cultivate, S0 thet navturally
folks were very giud to see each other., Those ploneers were 80
few., 4nd thuat hospitality even extended to the houses that were
built, and found expression in a type of house developed in the
ge.rly days that liveralily extended arms of greeting to the
guest, This was the type of house sLnown as the wing or butterfly
type. FProbuvly it ought to have Deen callied the house of
welcome.

The (uinn House of Plewsantville, Vensrn.o County, Fennsylvania
belongs to this siyle of house, and mey be 8cild Lo o & splencid
exemple in that, the whole duilfing 1s exceilently bulianced, It
fuces the eust and appears to greet the rising sun with open arms
and & smile, the smlle oeing the arrangement of the central
portion. 4 curved line drawn from the top of the doorway to
the top of the pilasters on euch corner of the main purt would
crecte & wide smilin. effect.,

The Juinn House is very closely relaied to the ifree
Hethodist Church of Pleasantville, s the foliowing Informstion
from Ur. . C. Beeve will attest; "Mr. Edward House, a gpreat
grandson of Aaron Benedict, told me that Asron Benedict vuilt
the Juinn house, in vhe %0's he thought, and that it was used
a8 & parsonage until the present pursonage wss built.”

"My Grandmother, lirs, il. C. Beebe, Sr., who cume to _
Plewsantviile, a bride, in 1882 always spoke of it &8 the 'Elder
Spratt® house and at the time of the Centenial (Plewsantville)
ghe thought he wus the builder of it. But from the -~History of
Venango County, I find that Elder Sprutt was the minister of the
church from July 2lst, 1848 to Aug. <6th, 18053 and putting all
these oits of information tosether I deduce the fwct that the
present pursonage was not built till after 180S and that from
1849 to the dute of puilding of the new parsonage, this house was
used &8 a personuge.” '

"Wow us 1o the dute oFf the house, I think that Mr. House in
plecing it in the $0's placed it to00 early. He said he haed nothing
to sSupport that date but tnouxht that as it was one of the early
houses of the town, that he estimuted the date &8s sometime in the
207! So“
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"Belng trained ss an architeet, from & study of early
houses in town, the period of erection of which I am fuirly certain
I would say that to me the type of structure of the uinn
house denotes the middle forties rather than earlier.,”

The doowway of the centrel part of the guinn house is
reached by & flight of two stone steps, wnd creates the effect
of distance by its design. The pilisters on eueh side of the
doorway ure plain with eaps thet are classical in style., These
pilusters support & plain frieze, ornamented oy & narrow moulding
and surmounted by an entublature composed of crown mould and
facia, plancler und bved mould. An additionsl wooden step leads
to the floor of the house., The door is a four paneled door with
raised center panels and mouldings surrounding eseh punel. fThe
keyhole is above the kuob of the door, It is a relatively
modern door.

A window is pluced vetween the doorway and the corner
piluster on euch side on the first floor, and one window directly
over the doorwey on the seeond floor. 41l of these windows are
shuttered, The windows are two sush and have two lights to
each sash, evidently remodeled from the original sash. The
corner pilesters are surmounted by & plain return of the ¢ornice
in harmony with the doorway entablature, A wide moulding corvice
completes the beauty of the center front part of the house,

The two symetrical wings are nearly alike, each having «
recessed porch directly next to the center portion of the main
ouilding.,. The wing to the left differing oniy in that the double
windows are vetween the porch and the end, (a recent addition),
while the part to the right hus no windows. A pilaster ornaments
each side of the porch and the corner of each wing, similar to
those on the main portion of the house. A single sStep lezds 1o
each porch floor, Next (o the main building on each side porch a
shuttered window is pluced with & door next to it, thus Keeping
the bulance of the house nezrly perfect. The elliptical arches of
the porches sugzest that the house mey hi.ve veen built earlier
than 1843-46.

There is & chimney on eauch end of euch wing, one in thae
center portion of the house wnd one on the kKiichen. The roof is
covered by modern tur paper roofing., The chimneys have a curved
top with smoxe aperatures on each side insteud of the top., The
north and south elevations foilow closely the lines of the front of
the house &nd match in cornice and piluster the front effect.

The foundation is of hewn sandstone of various lengths to
6 feet. Cobble stoneg are used under the kitchen for foundstion.

The Xitchen 18 4 recent addition. The first floor has Kitchen,
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dining room, living room, two bed rooms and bath room. There
are recessed nooks, former.y used as ved sinis. The second
floor is reached by an enc.osed stairwuy leading from the
dining room, There are two rooms on this floor.

The first fioor hus fourteen windows in &li. There are
two entrulices t0 the kitchen, one to the north and ons to the
south. The floor boar@s on the o0id part of the house are of
rendom widths 9" to 1L™., The outside of the house 1s covered
with white pine siding. The cellar enitrence is also outside.

The west eleve.tion has two windows in the mein part, first floor.

The quinn House 1is owned oy drs. Wiloour Scofield who bought
it woout six yeuwrs sgo, and who lies nest door south. At present
it is ocoupied oy tenauts,

No especial historicel velue, but representing a pioneer type
of house of this part of Pemusylvenla,
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